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CIe I8 T0 way Of iCIIng
how =oun the presidential com-
mission investigating the Xen-
‘nedy assassination can close
shop, Farl Warren, Chief
~Justice of the United Staies,
.vemarks as he pauses from
1work in his oak-paneled, high-
ceilinged chambeors.

i The reason: The commission
must do everything il can to
.run down — and disprove if
false—all the bizarre accusa-
tions that clustered around the
tragedy: that President Ken-
nedy's  assassinalion was
Castro plot, that it was
Khrushchev conspiraey, that a
high official in the United
States  Government master-
.minded it, or . that (as the
mother of Lee Harvey Oswald
.asserted) the Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA), was in-
volved. -

“It is infinitely casier to
prove that somcthing happened,
such as that Oswald shot the
President, than it is to prove
that a dozen other things didn’t
happen,” the' Chicf Justice ob-
serves, attired in a business suit
-rather than the black robes of
.ofTice.

Reports Examined

In the commission quarters,
not far down the sireet from
the majestic white-marble Su-
preme Court Building, lawyers

are plowing .through volumi-
nous ‘reports bearing on the
tragic days—documents from
-the I'ecderal Burcau of Investj=
Servive,  other
agencies. .
This winnowing is ~ taking
much longer than does the in-
terviewing of key witnesses.
[ The Oswald case has only un-
- derscored the Chief . Justice's
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long-held view that the United
JStates must look to its cthics
and its morality if it is to sur-
vive, and succeed as a world
leader, Spcaking at the Jewish
Theological Seminary of Amcr=
ica in 1962, he proposed the de-
velopment of thé profession of
“cthics counseélors,” who would
be available to business lead-
ers and other professions.

“The business executive, the
labor leader, the academiciaa,
the politician, neced counsel as

whether plans conceived are
socially useful, right, and ap-
propriate under the'.clrcum-
stances,” Chief Justice Warren
"said. - )
‘Critics Answered. .
It is not suggested that an
ethics or morals , counselor

would have becn “able’ to

‘“reach” Lee Harvey . Oswald
and so avert. the Kennedy as-
sassination—not if the assassin
were mentally deranged. Yet a
larger morality and compas-

sion in the United States would

diminish the bitterness that be-
gets bitterness, many have ob-
served, . N .

Two 'years ago Chicef Justice
Warren' declared: *Our coun-
try stands at the apex of world
-power, or world resources, This
is a great privilege, but it is a
privilege carrying with it
enormous responsibility.

*“The responsibility which is
ours is to stimulate mankind
to conduct its affairs. with wise
dom, with conscientiousness,
with a view to the future, with
an understanding of the public
need, with.a view to the-long

“perspectives of history, and,.
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abave all, with ‘greal compas--
sion for the individual,”

The lawlessness evident in
the United States today, the

"Chiet Justice -believes, is born

of a lack of cthics. Without
cthics, which means morality,
no amount of .laws passed will
hold crime in check. -

Chief Justice
aware that {here has been
“some criticism of hiz willing-
ness to accept the chairmari-
ship of the presidential in-
vestigation commission, and
indeed of his willingness to
answer, however * briefly, the
questions of reporters when
hearings have concluded .fo
the day. : c

His reply to the first criti-
cism.is a quotation from Pres-
ident Cleveland; “There are
times when you are confrontcd
with conditions and not theo-
ries.,”” Supreme Court Justices
should indecd be detached from
politics and they 'should avoid
outside assignments, ordinar-

ily. . )

“But the President impressed
upon me, the Chief Justice
says, *‘that this should be a
strong and independent: com~

mission, and he was 50 carnest }

about the nced- that I felt ob-
ligated as a good citizen to
accept the job.”- T

Criticism Stilled .
As for. contact with the
press, if the Chief Justice had

altempted ‘to be steretive and ~dor the.:‘predlcamem of huma?“
noncommittal, criticism -might . - * '
have been even more vigorous. .
More important, theré would ™ *

have been a lot more specula-
“wide of the mark,

Chief Justice Warrcn, who
was .a district attorney and
statc attorney gencral in Cali-
fornia besides
times Governor, fecls much at
home with
comimission, |
i He has spent full days with

have been engaged in commise

‘sion affairs since Jan: 1, plus. .
‘a:good bil of reading of reports

'at home at night.

Meanwhile, though the Chief -

‘Justice does not talk about this
at all, his assignment to probe

‘the assassination'of theiPresi-.

©dent has stalled some ‘of the

criticism which -has. flpoded in |
;on him, including proposals for . -
, stemming -
from ; the:: Bupreme.  Court's

ibls impeachment,
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Warren s

tion in the press, much of it . .

being three L

an investigating .~

the commission for the past .-

, ork” at night. More than half " "
of his daytime working hours

69-7

infons on_racial segregal

anli-Communist investigations.

When he was: asked carlier
this year for his. reaction to
-these attacks, he replied firmly, 4
“My reaction is that I just
don't discuss it.”

One has the impression that
the Chief Justice Dbelicves
deeply in what he is doing. The
Supreme Court has been will~
ing o act where Congress was
unable fo move, as in the 1954
school - desegregation cecision,
and just this week, in the rule
ing that congressional districts
must be as ncarly cqual in pop=
ulation size as vossible.

Folur ycars ago he comment- -
ed that he was happy to have §
traded a lifc of polilics for a '
life of “reflection and conteme-
plation." Today, having rcached-
72 and completed 10 ycars on
the court he is eligible for res .
tirement at full salary ($35,-

000), but he has no thought of |

quitting soon, His recreations’
are still simple — fishing and
duck - hunting in California’
with his sons, and college spec="
tator sports — watching from -
the bleachers. ‘

When he was first appointed
~10 the court by President Eiscn-
ower, he called his oute:
look = “progressive conservae:
‘tism,” Since then he has been:
identified with the liberal wing’
of the court. A working col=:
league suggests that his ap=.
-proach is that of “basic hu-:
‘manity,” with a deep concern
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